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The wards consisted of two long corridors, intersecting to form a T, or more
correctly a decapitated potence, the three extremities developed into spacious crutch-
heads, which were the reading-, writing- and recreation-rooms or ‘wrecks’, known to

the wittier ministers of mercy as the sublimatoria. '
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1. C.J. Acketley. Demented Particulars: The Annotated ‘Murphy’. Edinburgh Univet-
sity Press; 1 edition (September 7, 2010)
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166/3a [95]: decapitated potence: a tau cross, the neck and extremities cropped
to resemble a crutch. Patricia Allderidge confirms the accuracy of this with respect to
Tyson East and West.

166/3a [95]: the sublimatoria: where “wrecks” might express their unacceptable

impulses in a socially acceptable form.
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1. power or strength; potency; 2. A stud that acts as a support of a pivot in a
watch or clock; 3. (heraldry) Synonym of crutch.
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They caused Murphy no horror. The most easily identifiable of his immediate
feelings were respect and unworthiness. Except for the manic, who was like
an epitome of all the self-made plutolaters who ever triumphed over empty
pockets and clean hands, the impression he received was of that self-immersed
indifference to the contingencies of the contingent world which he had chosen for

himself as the only felicity and achieved so seldom.
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